
State ofVennont

Public Service Board
Chittenden Bank Bldg., 4th Floor

112 State Street
Drawer 20

Montpelier, VT 05620-2701

Tel.: (802) 828-2358
TDD (VT Relay): 1-800-253-0191

October 8, 1996

Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington D.C. 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Mr. Caton:
I am writing to advise you, pursU8Qt to Commission Rule 1.1206, that at the request

of Mr. Terry Monroe of the New York Public Service Commission, I submitted written ex
parte comments on or about September 5, 1996 relevant to the above docket. The comments
responded to a question from Mr. Monroe concerning whether the end user line charge is less
than $3.50 for any residential customers in urban areas. A copy of the communication is
attached.

This is being submitted in an original with one copy. A copy of this letter has been
sent to Mr. Monroe.

Sincerely,

Peter M. Bluhm
Director of Regulatory Policy

cc: Mr. Terry Monroe
Enclosure
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State of Vermont
Public Service Board

Chittenden Bank Bldg., 4th Floor
'" 111 State Street

Orawer20
Montpelier, VT 05620-2701

Tel.: (802) 828-2358
TOO (VT Relay): 1-800-153-0191

September 5, 1996

Mr. Terry Monroe
New York Public Service Commission
Three Empire State Plaza .
Albany.. New York, 12223-1350'

Dear Terry:

\ .

. i

This is to further follow up on your inquiry of August 7. I spoke with Josephine
Simmons of the D.C. Commission who confirms that D.C. customers pay an end user line
charge of $2.95. She also mentioned that the Commission expects the line charge to increase
in the near future to $3.50, but she doesn't know why this would happen.

I also enclose NECA's list of 61 study areas in the NECA pool that charge their own
m~ for the end user charge, not 53.50. I ~I!l. atjvised that one ~hould disregard the
handwritten comments on the sheets. The NECA lisi includes only those companies in the
NECA pool, and thus presumably excludes the RBOCs which I.understand do not participate
in the common line pool. As you know, in many cases it is the RBOCS that serve the larger
urban areas.

It's hard to tell from the names on the NECA list where these companies serve.
Some, like Dunkirk & Fredonia or the El Paso Telephone Company, would appear to serve at
least mid-sized communities. You may be interested to note that three companies on the list
are Alltel companies in New York State. Two of these companies serve Fulton and



Mr. Terry Monroe
September 5, 1996

page 2

Jamestown; I have to con~e that one might be hard pressed to describe the residents of
these two particular communities as "urban customers. "

In summary, it seems that there are three score non-RBOC study areas where the
LEes charge less than $3.50. Also, D.C. area customers pay less than $3.50, at least at the
moment. I don't have data on other RBOC areas.

Feel free to write or call if I can be of further assistance. Once again, since I am
responding to your request I assume that I do not need to file an ex parte notice. I would
appreciate it if you would advise me if this assumption is incorrect.

Sincerely,

Peter M. Bluhm
Director of Regulatory Policy

Enclosure

cc: Joel Shifman (with enclosure)
Larry Lackey
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